CHAPTER 8: VEDIC ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY

1. INTRODUCTION TO JYOTISH

The sixth branch of the Vedanga is Jyotish, Vedic Astronomy and Astrology. His
Holiness Maharishi Mahesh Yogi has encapsulated the total knowledge of Jyotish in one
word, All-knowing. In his theme of dividing the whole Vedic Literature into streams of
texts which are Rishi predominant, Devata predominant or Chhandas predominant, he has

identified Jyotish as a Rishi predominant branch of knowledge. He writes:

Jyotish is one of the structuring dynamics of Rik Veda. It highlights the ALL-
KNOWING quality involved in structuring Rik Veda. With reference to
consciousness, Jyotish comprises the specific sets of Laws of Nature that are
engaged in promoting the quality of Rishi within Sarmhita, providing a structure to
the eternally silent, self-referral, self-sufficient, fully awake state of
consciousness, which is intimately personal to everyone.'

H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Jyotish with the deep seated basal ganglia,
the twelve cranial nerves, the 28 monoaminergic cell groups of the brain stem, and the
twelve areas of the cerebral cortex. All of these function together to create the all-
knowing quality in human physiology. It is necessary to understand the overall structure
of Parashara’s science of Jyotish in order to appreciate the correlations that
King Nader Ram has made with human physiology, and to see thereby the functioning of
the all-knowing quality in the physiology, and in the practical affairs of life.

King Nader Ram has not located Jyotish in the physiology in terms of the underlying
texts; the all-knowing quality is not associated with any one part of the brain or nervous
system; rather the all-knowing quality emerges from an abstract structure of relationships

between components that can be investigated outside, in the cosmos, and also, inside, in
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the physiology. The textbooks of Jyotish present the calculations by which knowledge is
extracted, based on the reality of cosmic counterparts governing the behavior and destiny
of every individual. But as discussed below, it is the cosmic counterparts that are
structured in the physiology, and not the calculations. The overall structure of the science
of prediction presented by Parashara will be examined in order to understand the
correlations made by H.M. King Nader Ram between the cosmic counterparts and the
human physiology, in order to gain better insight into the character of the “all-knowing”
quality in human awareness. Then the main textbooks of the science of Jyotish will be
reviewed, and the reading curriculum for the science of Jyotish will be explained.

Parashara encapsulates the entire science of Jyotish in verses 4—6 of chapter 3:
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Those are called planets (or Grahas) that move through the Nakshatras (or
asterisms) in the zodiac. The said zodiac is comprised of 27 asterisms
commencing from Aswini. The same area is divided in 12 parts equal to 12 Rashis
(or signs) commencing from Aries. The names of the planets commence from the
Sun. The sign rising is known as Lagna (or the ascendant). Based on the
ascendant and the planets joining and departing from each other, the native’s good
and bad effects are deduced.?

II. THE NINE PLANETS

The nine planets or Grahas commencing with the Sun, are correlated with the
deepseated basal ganglia. The Nakshatras or asterisms through which the planets move

are 27 equal divisions of the zodiac, the plane of the ecliptic through which the sun and
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the planets move. These Nakshatras are correlated with the 27 cell groups in the brain
stem. The 12 Rashis, or signs, which are a different subdivision of the zodiac, are
correlated with the 12 cranial nerves. Finally, the sign rising at the horizon is known as
Lagna, which then becomes the first house or Bhava, in the Kundali or horoscope of the
individual. The twelve Bhavas starting with the Lagna, are correlated with the twelve
divisions of the cerebral cortex. Based on the ascendent and the positions of the planets in
the birth chart, and their motions “joining and departing from each other,” the native’s
good and bad effects are deduced, i.e., one can know anything that one wants to know
about the future or past of the individual. This is in brief how Parashara has laid out his
astronomical science, and how H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the elements of that
science with structures in the human physiology.

1. Sun. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sun, the first of the nine planets,

with the thalamus. Please refer to Figure 39. Gray describes the thalamus:

The thalamus is an ovoid mass, c.4 cm long, which borders the dorsal part of third
ventricle. The narrow anterior pole lies close to the midline, and forms the
posterior boundary of the interventricular foramen. Posteriorly, an expansion, the
pulvinar, extends beyond the third ventricle to overhang the superior colliculus.
The brachium of the superior colliculus (superior quadrigeminal brachium)
separates the pulvinar above from the medial geniculate body below . . . .

The boundary with the hypothalamus is marked by an indistinct hypothalamic
sulcus, which curves from the upper end of the cerebral aqueduct to the
interventricular foramen. The thalamus is continuous with the midbrain
tegmentum, the subthalamus and the hypothalamus.

Internally, the thalamus is divided into anterior, medial and lateral nuclear groups
by a vertical Y-shaped sheet of white matter, the internal medullary lamina. In
addition, intralaminar nuclei lie embedded within, and surrounded by, the internal
medullary lamina. . . .

In general, thalamic nuclei both project to and receive fibres from the cerebral
cortex. The whole cerebral cortex, not only neocortex but also the
phylogenetically older paleocortex of the piriform lobe and archicortex of the
hippocompal formation, is reciprocally connected with the thalamus. The
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thalamus is the major route by which subcortical neuronal activity influences the
cerebral cortex,3and the greatest input to most thalamic nuclei comes from the
cerebral cortex.

Parashara describes the sun as follows:
AU AgRI=IgayE: Jfafas
Toageshfden! =T qaTH TR fes1 3

The sun has honey-colored eyes, square body; he is of clean habits, is bilious
[pitta], intelligent, manly and has limited hair on his head.*

The sun is the soul of all, (v. 12), malefic (v. 11), having royal status (v. 14),
blood-red in color (v. 16), male (v. 19).
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Figure 39: Thalamus shown in a sagittal view of the brain.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 715, p. 807.
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2. Moon. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the moon with the hypothalamus.
Please refer to Figure 34, p. 409. The hypothalamus, its appearance and connections were
described above in the chapter on Vedic grammar. Here Carpenter and Sutin describe

more explicitly the role of the hypothalamus in behavior:

This subdivision of the diencephalon is concerned with visceral, endocrine and
metabolic activity, as well as with temperature regulation, sleep and emotion.

The hypothalamus . . . plays a major role in the regulation of the release of
hormones from the pituitary gland, maintenance of body temperature, and the
organization of goal seeking behaviors such as feeding, drinking, mating and
aggression. While the coordination of smooth and striated muscles and secretory
epithelial cells required to carry out these behaviors is not exclusively controlled
by the hypothalamus, this region of the brain is essential for behavioral
adjustments to changes in the internal or external environment.’

Parashara describes the Moon as follows:

SEATAR®: U= JAdd 5
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24. O Brahmin, the Moon is very windy and phlegmatic [vata and kapha]. She has
round body and is learned. She has auspicious looks and sweet speech, is
fickleminded and very lustful.’

The Moon is the mind (v. 12), malefic when it is decreasing and benefic when
increasing (v. 11), tawny in color (v. 16), female (v. 19), belonging to the Vaishya class
(v.21).

3. Mars. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Mars with the Amygdala. Please
refer to Figure 31, p. 340. The Amygdala was described in detail above, with reference to

the Mashaka Shrauta Siitra. In brief, the Amygdala may be described as follows:

The nucleus amygdalae (amygdala) is an ovoid gray mass, situated at the lower
end of the roof of the inferior cornu. It is merely a localized thickening of the gray
cortex, continuous with that of the uncus; in front it is continuous with the
putamen, behind with the stria terminalis and the tail of the caudate nucleus.’



CHAPTER 8: VEDIC ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 506

Carpenter and Sutin add a comment on its function:

This nuclear complex has primarily olfactory inputs and has reciprocal
connections with the hypothalamus and prepyriform cortex. [It] is concerned with
visceral, endocrine and behavioral functions.®

Parashara describes Mars as follows:
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O Brahmin, Mars is cruel, has bloodred eyes, is fickleminded, liberal hearted,
bilious [pitta,][passionate,] and has thin waist and thin physique.’

Mars is one’s strength (v. 12), the army chief (v. 14), malefic (v. 11), not very tall
and blood red (v. 16), male (v. 19), Tamasic (v. 22), and the fire element (v. 20).
4. Mercury. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Mercury with the Sub-

thalamic Nucleus. Gray describes the Sub-thalamic Nucleus:

The subthalamic nucleus is a biconvex, lens-shaped nucleus in the subthalamus of
the diencephalon. It lies medial to the internal capsule, immediately rostral to the
level at which the latter becomes continuous with the crus cerebri of the midbrain.
Within its substance, small interneurons intermingle with large multipolar cells
with dendrites, which extend for about one-tenth the diameter of the nucleus. It is
encapsulated dorsally by axons, many of which are derived from the subthalamic
fasciculus, and which carry a major GABAergic projection from the lateral
segment of the globus pallidus as part of the indirect pathway. It also receives
afferents from the cerebral cortex. The subthalamic nucleus is unique in the
intrinsic circuitry of the basal ganglia in that its cells are glutamatergic. They
project excitator axons to both the globus pallidus and substantia nigra pars
reticulata. Within the pallidum, subthalamic efferent fibres end predominantly in
the medial segment but many also end in the lateral segment. The subthalamic
nucleus plays a central role in the normal function of the basal ganglia and in the
pathophysiology of basal ganglia-related disorders."

The subthalamic nucleus is considered to be derived from the dorsocaudal part of
the lateral hypothalamic cell column. Richter describes the subthalamic nucleus as arising

from the “subthalamic longitudinal zone,” along with both segments of the pallidum.
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Parashara describes Mercury as follows:
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26. O Vipra, Mercury possesses an attractive physique and the ability to make pun
or to speak words having double meaning, [and possesses a] sense of humour. He
has a blend of all three humours of Bile, Phlegm and wind [Pitta, Kapha and
Vata]."!

Mercury is the giver of speech (v. 12), the prince-apparent (v. 11), malefic when
he joins a malefic (v. 11), of the hue of green grass (v. 18), neuter (v. 19), Vaishya caste

(v. 21), Rajasic (v.22), and the earth element (v. 20).

5. Jupiter. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Jupiter with the Globus Pallidus.

Gray describes the Globus Pallidus as follows:

The globus pallidus lies medial to the putamen and lateral to the internal capsule.
It consists of two segments, lateral (external) and medial (internal), which are
separated by an internal medullar lamina, and which have substantially different
connections. Both segments receive large numbers of fibres from the striatum and
subthalamic nucleus. The lateral segment projects reciprocally to the subthalamic
nucleus as part of the ‘indirect pathway.” The medial segment is considered to be
a homologue of the parts reticulata of the substantia nigra, with which it shares
similar cellular and connectional properties. Together, these segments constitute
the main output of the basal ganglia to other levels of the neuraxis, principally to
the thalamus and superior colliculus.

The cell density of the globus pallidus is less than one-twentieth of that of the
striatum. The morphology of the majority of cells is identical in the two segments.
They are large multipolar GABAergic neurones that closely resemble those of the
substantia nigra pars reticulata. The dendritic fields are discoid, with planes at
right angles to incoming striatopallidal axons, each of which, therefore,
potentially contacts many pallidal dendrites en passant. This arrangement,
coupled with the diameters of the dendritic fields (>500um), suggests that a
precise topographical organization is unlikely within the pallidum.'? [Please refer
to Figure 40.]

Parashara describes Jupiter as follows:
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Figure 40: Globus Pallidus shown in horizontal section of right cerebral hemisphere.

Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 742, p. 834.
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27. Jupiter is large bodied, has honey colored eyes, and hair, is phlegmatic
[Kapha], intelligent, and learned in all Shastras (classics)."?

Jupiter confers knowledge and happiness (v. 13), is a minister (v. 14), benefic (v.
11), male (v. 19), Sattvic (v. 22), tawny (v. 17), Brahmin caste (v. 21), and the ether

element (v. 20).

6. Venus. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Venus with the Substantia Nigra.

Please refer to Figure 41. Gray describes the Substantia Nigra as follows:

The substantia nigra is a nuclear complex deep to the crus cerebri in each cerebral
peduncle of the midbrain. It consists of a pars compacta and a pars reticulata. The
pars compacta, together with the smaller pars lateralis, corresponds to the
dopaminergic cell group A9. With the retrorubal nucleus (A8), it makes up most
of the dopaminergic neurone population of the midbrain and is the source of the
mesostriatal dopamine system that projects to the striatum. The pars compacta of
each side is continuous with its opposite counterpart through the ventral tegmental
dopamine group A10, which is sometime known as the paranigral nucleus. . . .

The pars reticulata contains large multipolar cells, which are very similar to those
of the pallidum. Together they constitute the output neurones of the basal ganglia
system. Their disc-like dendritic trees, like those of the pallidum, are orientated at
right angles to afferents from the striatum, probably making en-passant contacts.
Like the striatopallidal axons, of which they may be collaterals, striatonigral
axons utilize GABA and substance P or enkephalin. . . .

formation, including the pedunculopontine nucleus. The pathway from the
striatum to the superior colliculus, via the substantia nigra pars reticulata, is
thought to function in the control of gaze."

ParaShara describes Venus as follows:
o
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28. O Bhrigusut (the son of Bhrigu)! Venus is joyful, charming in physique, has
beautiful eyes, is a poet, is phlegmatic [kapha] and windy and has curly hair."
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Figure 41: Substantia Nigra,
shown in coronal section of brain immediately in front of pons.

Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 717, p. 809.
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Venus governs semen (potency) (v. 13), is a minister (v. 15), benefic (v. 11),
female (v. 19), Rajasic (v. 22), variegated in color (v. 17), Brahmin caste (v. 21), and
water element (v. 20).

7. Saturn. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Saturn with the Putamen. Please

refer to Figure 42. Gray describes the Putamen:

The corpus striatum consists of the caudate nucleus, putamen and globus pallidus.
Because of their close proximity, the putamen and globus pallidus have
historically been considered as an entity, termed the lentiform complex or
nucleus. With increasing knowledge of their structure and function, however, it
has become clear that the putamen is more correctly considered to be in unity with
the caudate nucleus, with which it shares common chemocytoarchitecture and
connections. The putamen and caudate nucleus are together referred to as the
neostriatum or simply the striatum.

The striatum is considered as the principal ‘input’ structure of the basal ganglia
since it receives the majority of afferents from other parts of the neuraxis. Its
principal efferent connections are to the globus pallidus and pars reticulata of the
substantia nigra."®

The somatosensory and motor cortices project predominantly to the putamen.
Their afferents establish a somatotopic pattern, in which the lower body is
represented laterally and the upper body is represented medially. The motor
cortex is unique in sending axons through the corpus callosum to the opposite
putamen, where they end with the same spatial ordering. The occipital and
temporal cortices project to the tail of the caudate nucleus and to the inferior
putamen.'’

ParaShara describes Saturn as follows:
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29. O Brahmin, Saturn has an emaciated and long physique, honey colored eyes,
is windy in temperament, has big teeth, is indolent, lame and has coarse, rough
hair.'®

Saturn denotes grief (v. 13), is a servant (v. 15), malefic (v. 11), neuter (v. 19),

Tamasic (v. 22), dark in complexion (v. 17), Shiidra caste (v. 21), and air element (v. 20).
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Figure 42: Putamen, shown in coronal section of brain through anterior commissure.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 744, p. 836.
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8-9. Rahu and Ketu. H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated Rahu and Ketu, the
ascending and descending nodes in the orbit of the Moon where the moon crosses the
ecliptic, with the head and tail of the Caudate Nucleus. Please refer to Figures 40-42, pp.

508-512. Gray describes the Caudate Nucleus as follows:

The caudate nucleus is a curved, tadpole-shaped mass. It has a large anterior head,
which tapers to a body, and a down-curving tail. The head is covered with
ependyma and lies in the floor and lateral wall of the anterior horn of the lateral
ventricle, in front of the interventricular foramen. The tapering body is in the floor
of the body of the ventricle, and the narrow tail follows the curve of the inferior
horn, and so lies in the ventricular roof, in the temporal lobe. Medially, the greater
part of the caudate nucleus abuts the thalamus, along a junction that is marked by
a groove, the sulcus terminalis. The sulcus contains the stria terminalis, lying deep
to the ependyma. . . . The sulcus terminalis is especially prominent
anterosuperiorly (because of the large size of the head and body of the caudate
nucleus relative to the tail), and here the stria terminalis is accompanied by the
thalamostriate vein.

The corpus callosum lies above the head and body of the caudate nucleus. The
two are separated laterally by the fronto-occipital bundle, and medially by the
subcallosal fasciculus, a bundle of axons that caps the nucleus. The caudate
nucleus is largely separated from the lentiform complex by the anterior limb of
the internal capsule. However, the inferior part of the head of the caudate
becomes continuous with the most inferior part of the putamen immediately
above the anterior perforated substance. . . . In the temporal lobe, the anterior part
of the tail of the caudate nucleus becomes continuous with the posteroinferior part
of the putamen. The vast bulk of the caudate nucleus and putamen are often
referred to as the dorsal striatum. '’

ParaShara describes Rahu and Ketu as follows:

TUTRI ATATTATLATSTT TR
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30. Rahu has a smoke-like blue body, lives in forests and is horrible. He is windy
[vata] in temperament and is intelligent. Like Rahu is Ketu.*
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These are the nine planets described by Parashara, and their correlates assigned by
H.M. King Nader Ram in the deeply seated basal ganglia within the human nervous
system. These are the planets or Grahas that move through the fixed stars or
constellations called Nakshatras, by whose “joining and departing from each other, the
native’s good and bad effects are deduced.”' The nine planets are the first and most basic
components of Parashara’s astronomical science.

The presence of correlates in the physiology whose structure and function
parallels the organization of the solar system, suggests that every human being has the
entire solar system represented within his nervous system, within his consciousness:
Every human being is essentially cosmic in nature. This hints at the possibility that the
quality of all-knowing is a natural and intrinsic feature of the human brain, and that to
know anything in the universe, past, present or future, is as Maharishi says, “intimately
personal to everyone.”

III. THE TWELVE RASHIS

The background of the fixed stars, against which the planets are seen to be
moving about in their courses, are organized first of all in twelve divisions, called Rashis.
The Rashis, or signs, are correlated by H.M. King Nader Ram with the cranial nerves.

1. Aries (Mesha). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Aries with the
Oculomotor nerve. Please refer to Figure 44 (p. 516), showing all the cranial nerves; the
Oculomotor nerve is labeled as the third of the twelve cranial nerves. Please refer also to

Figure 43. Gray describes the Oculomotor nerve:

The oculomotor nerve supplies somatic motor fibers to all the ocular muscles,
except the Obliquus superior and Rectus lateralis; it also supplies through its
connections with the ciliary ganglion, sympathetic motor fibers to the Sphincter
pupillae and the Ciliaris muscles.

The fibers of the oculomotor nerve arise from a nucleus which lies in the gray
substance of the floor of the cerebral aquaduct and extends in front of the
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Figure 43: Oculomotor Nerve.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 745, p. 837.
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Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 724, p. 817.
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aqueduct for a short distance into the floor of the third ventricle. From this
nucleus the fibers pass forward through the tegmentum, the red nucleus, and the
medial part of the substantia nigra, forming a series of curves with a lateral
convexity, and emerge from the oculomotor sulcus on the medial side of the
cerebral peduncle. . . .

On emerging from the brain. . . it passes between the superior and posterior
cerebral arteries, and then pierces the dura matter in front of and lateral to the
posterior clinoid process, passing between the free and attached borders of the
tentorium cerebelli.””

Parashara calls Aries the head of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). Parashara
classifies signs as movable, fixed, or dual. King Nader Ram has correlated the fixed
character of signs with sensory cranial nerves, the movable character of signs with motor
cranial nerves, and the dual nature of signs with cranial nerves having both sensory and
motor components.23 In the classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Aries is a movable
sign. Aries is male, and Pitta (Ch. 4, v.5-6). Parashara further describes Aries as follows:

T
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6—7. The sign Aries has blood-red complexion, huge bulky body, is a quadruped
sign and is strong during night. It resides in the east, is of royal caste and wanders
in hills. It has the predominance of Rajoguna, rises with its back and is fiery; its
lord is Mars.**

2. Taurus (Vrishabha). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Taurus
with the Olfactory nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves;
the Olfactory nerve is labeled as the first of the twelve cranial nerves. Please refer to also

Figure 45. Gray describes the Olfactory nerves:

The olfactory nerves or nerves of smell are distributed to the mucous

membrane of the olfactory region of the nasal cavity; this region comprises the
superior nasal concha, and the corresponding part of the nasal septum. The nerves
originate from the central or deep processes of the olfactory cells of the nasal
mucous membrane. They form a plexiform network in the mucous membrane,
and are then collected into about twenty branches, which pierce the cribriform
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plate of the ethmoid bone in two groups, a lateral and a medial group, and end in
the glomeruli of the olfactory bulb.*®

Parashara calls Taurus the face of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Taurus is a fixed sign. Taurus is female, and

Vata. Parashara further describes Taurus as follows (Ch.4 v.8):

C c o o
Ad: TSRl ST Lol
TMRE UM SIS gEEs 0 5
8. Its complexion is white, and is lorded by Venus. It is long and is a quadruped

sign. It has strength in night and resides in the south. It represents villages and
businessmen. An earthy sign, Taurus rises with its back.*®

— Fibers of ol factory

iract
"t‘;: Mitrel cells
I o !‘-\w_.

LW Flomerulé
Hj' -\.; -

/ . 4

/ ,.7“,\-?L\ )

{

| Olfactory cell

T”‘"’ '\r |_ Olfactary

IBENRNN _|_.1 e puthelium

Figure 45: Olfactory Nerve. (Left) Nerves of septum of nose, right side, and
(Right) plan of olfactory neurons.

Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 771 and 772, p. 881.

3. Gemini (Mithuna). HM. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Gemini with
the Vagus nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves; the

Vagus nerve is labeled as the tenth of the twelve cranial nerves. Figure 46 shows the
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Figure 46: Vagus Nerve. Schematic shows course and distribution of the
glossopharyngeal, vagus, and accessory nerves.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 793, p. 909.
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entire course of the Vagus nerve from head to target organs in the abdomen. Gray
describes the Vagus nerve as follows:

The vagus nerve is composed of both motor and sensory fibers, and has a more

extensive course and distribution than any of the other cranial nerves, since it
passes through the neck and thorax to the abdomen. The vagus is attached by
eight or ten filaments to the medulla oblongata in the groove between the olive
and the inferior peduncle, below the glossopharyngeal. The sensory fibers arise
from the cells of the jugular ganglion and ganglion nodosum of the nerve, and,
when traced into the medulla oblongata mostly end by arborizing around the cells
of the inferior part of a nucleus which lies beneath the ala cinerea in the lower part
of the rhomboid fossa. These are the sympathetic afferent fibers. . . . A few of the
sensory fibers of the vagus, probably taste fibers, descend in the fasciculus
solitarius and end around its cells. . . .

The sympathetic efferent fibers, distributed probably as preganglionic fibers to the
thoracic and abdominal viscera, i.e., as motor fibers to the bronchial tree,
inhibitory fibers to the heart, motor fibers to the esophagus, stomach, small
intestine and gall passages, and as secretory fibers to the stomach and pancreas,
arise from the dorsal nucleus of the vagus.

The filaments of the nerve unite, and form a flat cord, which passes beneath the
flocculus to the jugular foramen, through which it leaves the cranium. The vagus
nerve passes vertically down the neck within the carotid sheath, lying between the
internal jugular vein and internal carotid artery as far as the upper border of the
thyroid cartilage, and then between the same vein and the common carotid artery
to the root of ‘51716 neck. The further course of the nerve differs on the two sides of
the body . . . .

Parashara calls Gemini the arms of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Gemini is a dual sign. Gemini is male, and is a

mix of Vata, Pitta and Kapha. Parashara further describes Gemini as follows (Ch. 4 v.9—

10):
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9-10. The sign Gemini rises with its head, it is represented by a couple (male and
female) holding a mace and a lute; it resides in the West and its element is air, it is
biped, is strong in the night, resides in villages and is windy in temperament; it
has an even body and its hue is grass green. Its Lord is Mercury.?®

Figure 47: Hypoglossal Nerve, cervical plexus, and their branches.
Gray, Henry. Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 794, p. 914.

4. Cancer (Karka). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Cancer with
the Hypoglossal nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves;
the Hypoglossal nerve is labeled as the twelfth of the twelve cranial nerves. Figure 47
shows the path of the Hypoglossal nerve. Gray describes the Hypoglossal nerve as

follows:
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The hypoglossal nerve is the motor nerve of the tongue.

Its fibers arise from the cells of the hypoglossal nucleus, which is an upward
prolongation of the base of the anterior column of gray substance of the medulla
spinalis. This nucleus is about 2 cm. in length, and its upper part corresponds with
the trigonum hypoglossi, or lower portion of the medial eminence of the
rhomboid fossa. The lower part of the nucleus extends downward into the closed
part of the medulla oblongata, and there lies in relation to the ventro-lateral aspect
of the central canal. The fibers run forward through the medulla oblongata, and
emerge in the antero-lateral sulcus between the pyramid and the olive.

The rootlets of this nerve are collected into two bundles, which perforate the dura
matter separately, opposite the hypoglossal canal in the occipital bone, and unite
together after their passage through it . . . . The nerve descends almost vertically
to a point corresponding with the angle of the mandible. It is at first deeply seated
beneath the internal carotid artery and internal jugular vein, and intimately
connected with the vagus nerve; it then pases forward between the vein and
artery, and lower down in the neck becomes superficial below the Digastricus. It
passes beneath the tendon of the Digastricus, the Stylohyoideus, and the
Mylohyoideus, lying between the last-named muscle and the Hyoglossus, and
communicates at tha anterior border of the Hyoglossus with the lingual nerve; it is
then continued forward in the fibers of the Genioglossus as far as the tip of the
tongue, distributing branches to its muscular substance.”’

Parashara calls Cancer the heart of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Cancer is a movable sign. Cancer is female,

and Kapha constitution. Parashara further describes Cancer as follows (Ch. 4 v.10-11):
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10-11. The sign Cancer is pale red in hue, resides in forests, Brahmin by caste
and is strong in the night. It is many footed and has a bulky body; it is Sattwika in
disposition, its element is water; it rises with its back and the Moon has been
regarded as its Lord.™

5. Leo (Sinha). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Leo with the Optic

nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves; the Optic nerve is
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labeled as the second of the twelve cranial nerves. Figure 48 shows the Optic nerve, the

Optic chiasma and the Optic tract and their connections. Gray describes the Optic nerve:

The optic nerve, or nerve of sight, consists mainly of fibers derived from the
ganglionic cells of the retina. These axons terminate in arborizations around the
cells in the lateral geniculate body, pulvinar, and superior colliculus which
constitute the lower or primary visual centers. From the cells of the lateral
geniculate body and the pulvinar, fibers pass to the cortical visual center, situated
in the cuneus and in the neighborhood of the calcarine fissure.

The optic nerve . . . fibers pass backward and medialward through the orbit and
optic foramen to the optic commissure where they partially decussate. The mixed
fibers from the two nerves are continued in the optic tracts, the primary visual

centers of the brain.>!
O
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Figure 48: Optic Nerves and optic tracts and their central connections.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 774, p. 883.
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Parashara calls Leo the stomach of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Leo is a fixed sign. Leo is male, and Pitta

constitution. Parashara further describes Leo as follows (Ch. 4 v.12):
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12. The sign Leo is of Sattwika disposition and lorded by the Sun; it is four footed
and Kshatriya (martial) by race and resides in forests; it rises with its back, has a
bulky body and is pale in hue; it resides in the east and is strong in the day.*

6. Virgo (Kanya). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Virgo with the
Facial nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves; the Facial
nerve is labeled as the seventh of the twelve cranial nerves. The branches of the Facial

nerve are shown in Figure 49. Gray describes the Facial nerve:

The facial nerve consists of a motor and a sensory part. . . . The two parts emerge
at the lower border of the pons in the recess between the olive and the inferior
peduncle, the motor part being the more medial, immediately to the lateral side of
the sensory part is the acoustic nerve.

The motor part supplies somatic motor fibers to the muscles of the face, scalp, and
auricle, the Buccinator and Platysma, the Stapedius, the Stylohyoideus, and
posterior belly of the Digastricus; it also contains some sympathetic motor fibers
which constitute the vasodilator nerves of the submaxillary and sublingual

glands, and are conveyed through the chorda tympani nerve. These are
preganglionic fibers of the sympathetic system and terminate in the submaxillary
ganglion and small ganglia in the hilus of the submaxillary gland. From these
ganglia postganglionic fibers are conveyed to these glands. The sensory part
contains the fibers of taste for the anterior two-thirds of the tongue and a few
somatic sensory fibers from the middle ear region. . . .

The motor root arises from a nucleus which lies deeply in the reticular formation
of the lower part of the pons. . . .

The sensory root arises from the genicular ganglion, which is situated on the
geniculum of the facial nerve in the facial canal, behind the hiatus of the canal. . .
From their superficial attachments to the brain, the two roots of the facial nerve
pass lateralward and forward with the acoustic nerve to the internal acoustic
meatus. . . .
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At the bottom of the meatus, the facial nerve enters the facial canal, which it
traverses to its termination . . . .>*

Parashara calls Virgo the hip of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the classification
of movable, fixed, and dual, Virgo is a dual sign. Virgo is female, and Vata constitution.

Parashara further describes Virgo as follows (Ch. 4 v.13-14):
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Figure 49: Facial Nerves shown with nerves of the scalp and side of neck.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 790, p. 904,
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13—-14. The sign Virgo has been spoken of as Parvatiya or hillresorter and is
strong in the day. It rises with its head and has a medium sized body. It is biped
and resides in the South. It has grains and fire in its hands. It is of Vaishya Varna
(race) and is variegated. Its element is air; it is virgin and is Tamoguni; it is of
child like nature and its lord is Mercury.**

7. Libra (Tula). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Libra with the
Trochlear nerve. In Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves the Trochlear nerve

is labeled as the fourth of the twelve cranial nerves. Figure 50 shows the Trochlear nerve
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Figure 50: Trochlear Nerve seen in diagram of the Nerves of the Orbit.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 776, p. 885.
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and other nerves of the orbit of the eye. Gray describes the Trochlear nerve:

The trochlear nerve, the smallest of the cranial nerves, supplies the Obliquus
superior oculi. It arises from a nucleus situated in the floor of the cerebral
aqueduct, opposite the upper part of the inferior colliculus. From its origin it runs
downward through the tegmentum, and then turns backward into the upper part of
the anterior medullary velum. Here it decussates with its fellow of the opposite
side and emerges from the surface of the velum at the side of the frenulum veli,
immediately behind the inferior colliculus.

The nerve is directed across the superior cerebellar peduncle, and then winds
forward around the cerebral peduncle, immediately above the pons, pierces the
dura mater in the free border of the tentorium cerebelli, just behind, and lateral to,
the posterior clinoid process, and passes forward in the lateral wall of the
cavernous sinus, between the oculomotor nerve and the opthalmic division of the
trigeminal. It crosses the oculomotor nerve, and enteres the orbit through the
superior orbital fissure. It now becomes the highest of all the nerves, and lies
medial to the frontal nerve. In the orbit it passes medialward, above the origin of
the Levator palpebrae superioris, and finally enters the orbital surface of the
Oblique superior.

Parashara calls Libra the space below the navel of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4).
In the classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Libra is a movable sign. Libra is male,
and has a Vata, Pitta and Kapha mixed constitution. Parashara further describes Libra as

follows (Ch. 4 v.15-16):
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15-16. The sign Libra rises with its head, is strong in day, has black complexion,
is Rajoguni in nature, it resides in the West and wanders on the earth; it is violent,
is of Shudra varna (race) and has medium-sized body and is biped. Its lord is
Venus.

8. Scor pio (Vrischik). HM. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Scorpio with

the Vestibular nerve. The Vestibular nerve is one of two nerves making up the Acoustic
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nerve, which is labeled as the eighth of the twelve cranial nerves in Figure 44, p. 516.

Gray describes the Vestibular nerve:

The vestibular nerve or root, the nerve of equilibration, arises from bipolar cells in
the vestibular ganglion, ganglion of Scarpa, which is situated in the upper part of
the outer end of the internal auditory meatus. The peripheral fibers divide into
three branches: the superior branch passes through the foramina in the area
vestibularis superior and ends in the utricle and in the ampullae of the superior
and lateral semicircular ducts; the fibers of the inferior branch traverse the
foramina in the area vestibularis inferior and end in the saccule; the posterior
branch runs through the foramen singulare and supplies the ampulla of the
posterior semicircular duct.®’

Parashara calls Scorpio the private parts of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Scorpio is a fixed sign. Scorpio is female, and

Kapha constitution. Parashara further describes Scorpio as follows (Ch. 4 v.16-17):
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16—17. The sign Scorpio has slender physique and is multi-footed (Centipede). It
is Brahmin by Varna (race) and resides in holes. Its direction is north and it is
strong in day. Its hue is reddish brown and it resides in both water and land. It has
hairy body, very sharp forepart (very sharp sting) and its ruler or Lord is Mars.*®

9. Sagittarius (Dhanu). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Sagittarius
with the Trigeminal nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial
nerves; the Trigeminal nerve is labeled as the fifth of the twelve cranial nerves. Please

refer also to Figure 16, p. 111, showing the three main branches of the Trigeminal nerve.

Gray describes the Trigeminal nerve:

The trigeminal nerve is the largest cranial nerve and is the great sensory nerve of
the head and face, and the motor nerve of the muscles of mastication. It emerges
from the side of the pons, near its upper border, by a small motor and a large
sensory root—the former being situated in front of and medial to the latter.
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The fibers of the motor root arise from two nuclei, a superior and an inferior. The
superior nucleus consists of a strand of cells occupying the whole length of the
lateral portion of the gray substance of the cerebral aqueduct. The inferior or chief
nucleus is situated in the upper part of the pons, close to its dorsal surface, and
along the line of the lateral margin of the rhomboid fossa. The fibers from the
superior nucleus constitute the mesencephalic root: they descend through the mid-
brain, and, entering the pons, join with the fibers from the lower nucleus, and the
motor root, thus formed, passes forward through the pons to its point of
emergence. . . .

The fibers of the sensory root arise from the cells of the semilunar ganglion which
lies in a cavity of the dura mater near the apex of the petrous part of the temporal
bone. They pass backward below the superior petrosal sinus and tentorium
cerebelli, and, entering the pons, divide into upper and lower roots. . . .»’

Parashara calls Sagittarius the thighs of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Sagittarius is a dual sign. Sagittarius is male,
and Pitta constitution. Parashara further describes Sagittarius as follows (Ch. 4 v.17-19):
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17-19. The sign Sagittarius rises with its [back], and its Lord is Jupiter. It is
Sattwika. Its hue is pale and it is strong in night; its element is fire and its Varna

(race) is Kshatriya (royal or martial). It is biped to 15° and afterwards quadruped.
It has even body, and bears a bow and arrow. It resides in the east and wanders on
the earth. Brahma (the creator God) has made it splenderous.*’

10. Capricorn (Makara). HM. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign
Capricorn with the Abducens nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the
cranial nerves; the Abducens nerve is labeled as the sixth of the twelve cranial nerves.
Please refer also to Figure 11, p. 97, and Figure 51 for the location of the Abducens nerve

in relation to the eye. Gray describes the Abducens nerve:

The Abducent nerve supplies the Rectus lateralis oculi. Its fibers arise from a
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Figure 51: Abducens Nerve supplies the Rectus lateralis oculi: Diagram shows the
mode of innervation of the Recti medialis and lateralis of the eye.
Gray, Henry, Anatomy of the Human Body, Fig. 785, p. 899.

small nucleus situated in the upper part of the rhomboid fossa, close to the middle
line and beneath the colliculus facialis. They pass downward and forward through
the pons, and emerge in the furrow between the lower border of the pons and the
upper end of the pyramid of the medulla oblongata.

From the nucleus of the sixth nerve, fibers are said to pass through the medial
longitudinal fasciculus to the oculomotor nerve of the opposite side, along which
they are carried to the Rectus medialis. The Rectus lateralis of one eye and the
Rectus medialis of the other may therefore be said to receive their nerves from the
same nucleus.

The nerve pierces the dura mater on the dorsum sellae of the sphenoid, runs
through a notch in the bone below the posterior clinoid process, and passes
forward through the cavernous sinus, on the lateral side of the internal carotid
artery. It enters the orbit through the superior orbital fissure, above the ophthalmic
vein, from which it is separated by a lamina of dura mater. It then passes between
the two Beads of the Rectus lateralis, and enters the ocular surface of that

muscle.
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Parashara calls Capricorn the knees of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Capricorn is movable. Capricorn is female and

Vata constitution. Parashara further describes Capricorn as follows (Ch. 4 v.19-20):
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19-20. This sign is lorded by Saturn, Tamoguni and its element is earth. It resides
in the south and is strong in night. It rises with its back, has an unwieldy or huge
body, is variegated and wanders on land and in forests. It is quadruped in the first
half and is footless in the second half and glides in water.*

11. Aquarius (Kumbha). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign
Aquarius with the Cochlear nerve. The Cochlear nerve is one of two nerves making up
the Acoustic nerve, which is labeled as the eighth of the twelve cranial nerves in Figure

44, p. 516. Gray describes the Cochlear Nerve:

The cochlear nerve or root, the nerve of hearing, arises from bipolar cells in the
spiral ganglion of the cochlea, situated near the inner edge of the osseous spiral
lamina. The peripheral fibers pass to the organ of Corti. The central ones pass
down the modiolus and then through the foramina of the tractus spiralis
foraminosus or through the foramen centrale into the lateral or outer end of the
internal auditory meatus. The nerves passes along the internal auditory meatus
with the vestibular nerve and across the subarachnoid space, just above the
flocculus, almost directly medialward toward the inferior peduncle to terminate in
the cochlear nucleus.

The cochlear nerve is placed lateral to the vestibular root. Its fibers end in two
nuclei: one, the accessory nucleus, lies immediately in front of the inferior
peduncle; the other, the tuberculum acusticum, somewhat lateral to it

Parashara calls Aquarius the ankles of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Aquarius is fixed. Aquarius is male, and a
mixture of all three, Vata, Pitta, and Kapha. Parashara further describes Aquarius as

follows (Ch. 4 v.21-22):
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21-22. The sign Aquarius is represented by a male holding a pot. It has brown
complexion and medium sized body and is biped. It is strong in day, resides in
deep water and its element is air. It rises with its head and is Tamoguni. Its Varna
(race or Caste) is Shudra (low born). It is the Lord of the western direction. It is
lorded or ruled by Saturn.**

12. Pisces (Mina). HM. King Nader Ram has correlated the sign Pisces with the
Glossopharyngeal nerve. Please refer to Figure 44, p. 516, showing all the cranial nerves;
the Glossopharyngeal nerve is labeled as the ninth of the twelve cranial nerves. Please

refer also to Figure 46, p. 519. Gray describes the Glossopharyngeal nerve:

The Glossopharyngeal nerve contains both motor and sensory fibers, and is
distributed, as its name implies, to the tongue and pharynx. It is the nerve of
ordinary sensation to the mucous membrane of the pharynx, fauces, and palatine
tonsil, and the nerve of taste to the posterior part of the tongue. It is attached by
three or four filaments to the upper part of the medulla oblongata, in the groove
between the olive and the inferior peduncle.

The sensory fibers arise from the cells of the superior and petrous ganglia, which
are situated on the trunk of the nerve. . . .

The somatic motor fibers spring from the cells of the nucleus ambiguus, which
lies some distance from the surface of the rhomboid fossa in the lateral part of the
medulla and is continuous below with the anterior gray column of the medulla
spinalis. From this nucleus the fibers are first directed backward, and then they
bend forward and lateralward to join the fibers of the sensory root.*

Parashara calls Pisces the feet of the Kalapurusha (Ch. 4, v.4). In the
classification of movable, fixed, and dual, Pisces is dual. Pisces is female, and Kapha.

Parashara further describes Pisces as follows (Ch. 4 v.21-22):
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22-24. The sign Pisces has the appearance of a pair of fish, one tailed with the
head of the other and is strong in day. Its element is water and it is Satwaguni and
healthy. It glides in water and its Varna (race) is Brahmin. It is footless, has
medium sized body, resides in the northern direction and rises with both head and
back. Its Lord is Brihaspati or Jupiter, the teacher of Gods. It is in this way that
the 12 s4i6gns each having 30° have been described to assess gross and specific
effects.

These are the twelve signs that divide the zodiac, and through which the planets
move, “joining and departing from each other.”

L ordships. An important aspect of the signs is their lordship or regency. Each
sign is ruled by a particular planet, called the Lord, ruler, or owner of that sign. The Sun
and the Moon are each the ruler of only one sign, Leo for the Sun, and Cancer for the

Moon. (Please refer to Figure 52) The other planets each are Lords of two signs. To
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Figure 52: The Twelve Rashis and their Regents.
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summarize the rulership which has been laid down by Parashara, there is a very orderly
arrangement of the Regency of the signs, starting with the Sun sign, Leo. The Sun sign
and the Moon sign are adjacent to each other, and together make one pair. Flanking these
two signs, on either side, are the two signs governed by the planet closest to the Sun,
Mercury. The signs governed by Mercury are Gemini and Virgo. Flanking these two
signs, one on either side, are the two signs governed by the next closest planet to the Sun,
Venus. The signs governed by Venus are Taurus and Libra. Flanking these two signs, one
on either side, are the two signs governed by the next closest planet to the Sun, Mars. The
signs governed by Mars are Scorpio and Aries. Flanking these two signs are the signs
governed by the planet next after Mars, which is Jupiter. The signs governed by Jupiter
are Pisces and Sagittarius. Finally, the remaining two signs which are farthest away from
the Sun-sign and Moon-sign, are the two which are governed by Saturn, the planet
farthest from the Sun. The sequence of planetary lords starting from Leo and the Sun, and
Cancer and the Moon is easy to remember, because it parallels the sequence of planets
with increasing distance from the sun in the modern heliocentric view of the solar system.
IV. THE ASTROLOGICAL HOUSES

The knowledge of the twelve Rashis dividing up the zodiac makes possible the
determination of what is called the rising sign: The sign rising is known as Lagna (or the
ascendant). This is the fundamental step for establishing the horoscope in Parashara’s
Jyotish: At the moment of birth, there will be one particular sign of the zodiac rising on
the Eastern horizon, and this forms the basis for the construction of the horoscope. The
sign that is rising becomes the first house or Bhava in the horoscope, and from there, in
sequence, the other eleven signs become the remaining eleven houses in the horoscope.
These twelve houses comprise all the different areas of life of the individual, and form

the basis for the science of prediction by which anything past, present or future can be
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known about the individual. In some systems of calculation the Bhavas may be more
independent from the signs; the first and seventh may be placed with their midpoints
(cusps) exactly on the horizon, and the fourth and tenth placed with their midpoints at the
nadir and the zenith. These differences do not effect the rising sign or Lagna, but may
influence the placement of planets in houses. When, however, the Bhavas follow the
signs exactly, degree by degree, it is called “equal houses and equal signs,” and this is the
most popular method of calculation of the horoscope.

H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the twelve Bhavas with the twelve areas of
the cerebral cortex. Please refer to Figure 53. The 12 Bhavas and corresponding cortical
areas will be examined in the following.

1. First House (Bhava 1: Tanu). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the right
and left occipito-temporal regions of the cortex with the first house. The functions
associated with these cortical areas are “facial recognition, memory, self-image,

personality, language.”’ Parashara describes the first Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.2):
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2. INDICATIONS OF THE FIRST HOUSE: Physique, appearance, intellect (or
the organ of intelligence, i.e. brain), complexion of the body, vigour, weakness,
happiness, grief and innate nature are all to be deduced through the ascending
sign.

(King Nader Ram adds “Self,” and “birth place” as indications of the first house.*)
2. Second House (Bhava 2. Dhana). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the
right occipital area of the cerebral cortex with the second house. The functions associated

with the right occipital area are:

visual identification of face and facial expression, appreciation of visually
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Figure 53: The twelve areas of the Cerebral Cortex. Each of the 12 houses or Bhdvas,
of a Jyotish chart corresponds to one specific cortical area on the right or left brain
hemisphere, as shown at the bottom of the illustration. Nader, Tony, Human
Physiology: Expression of Veda and the Vedic Literature, Fig. 50, p. 127.
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precious objects (precious stones and metals), association with wealth, which
brings material goods pleasing to the sense of sight.”

Parashara describes the second Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.3):
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3. SECOND HOUSE: Wealth, grains (food etc.), family, death, enemies, metals,
precious stones, etc. are to be understood through the 2nd house.”!

(King Nader Ram adds “speech,” “expression,” and “learning to speak.”)

3. Third House (Bhava 3. Sahaja). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the
right parietal area of the cerebral cortex with the third house. The functions associated
with the right parietal area are:

perception of space (could be connected with travel, which is a mutation in

space), the sense of touch (connected with sensuality), polymodal sensory

integration, somatic sensations and perception of body in space and its relation to
the environment (this could be connected with courage and valour).”

Parashara describes the third Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.4):
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4. THIRD HOUSE: From the 3rd house, know of the following: valour, servants

(attendants etc.), brothers, sisters, etc., initiatory instructions (Upadesha), journey,
and parent’s death.>

(King Nader Ram adds “vitality” as indications of the third house.)
4. Fourth House (Bhava 4: Bandhu). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the

right limbic area of the cerebral cortex with the fourth house. The functions associated

with the right limbic area are:

emotional and instinctive (confidence, belief, homeland, happiness), contains
the hypothalamus (associated with mother), pleasure.™

Parashara describes the fourth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.5):
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5. FOURTH HOUSE: Conveyances, relatives, mother, happiness, treasure, lands
and houses are to be consulted through the 4th house.”

99 ¢¢

(King Nader Ram adds “maternal happiness,” “confidence,” “belief,” “comforts,” and
“homeland” as indications of the fourth house.)
5. Fifth House (Bhava 5: Putra). His Majesty King Nader RAm has correlated

the right frontal area of the cerebral cortex with the fifth house. The functions associated

with the right frontal area are:

action-oriented or action-dependent functions and inclinations of the mind
associated with knowledge, intelligence, learning, inclinations of the mind,
success in the relative, field of education, romance, liaisons, children.*®

Parashara describes the fifth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.6):
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6. FIFTH HOUSE: The learned should deduce from the 5th house amulets, sacred
spells, learning, knowledge, sons, royalty (or authority), fall of position etc.”’

(King Nader Ram uses a different turn of phrase for learning and knowledge,
“intelligence” and “inclinations of the mind,” and includes also “success in the relative,”
and “romance and liaisons,” as indications of the fifth house.)

6. Sixth House (Bhava 6: Ari). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the right
prefrontal area of the cerebral cortex with the sixth house. The functions associated with

the right prefontal cortex are:

mood regulation, motivation, mental disease, conflict, opposition, worries,
anxieties.”®

Parashara describes the sixth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.7)
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7. SIXTH HOUSE: Maternal uncle, doubts about death, enemies, ulcers, step
mother etc. are to be estimated from the 6th house.>’

99 ¢¢

(King Nader Ram expands on the idea of “enemies” with “competitors,” “opponents,”

and “adversity,” and adds also “intelligent speech,” “consultancy,” “mental disease,”

99 ¢

“obstacles,” “worries,” “anxieties,” and “vices.”)

7. Seventh House (Bhava 7: Yuvati). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the
right and left temporal areas of the cerebral cortex with the seventh house. The functions
associated with the right and left temporal areas are:

memory, impressions, sensorial functions, desires, pleasure.”

Parashara describes the seventh Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.8)
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8. SEVENTH HOUSE: Wife, travel, trade, loss of sight, death etc. be known from
the 7th house.®!

(King Nader Ram adds “expansion of life and power,” “desires,” and “partnership.”)
8. Eighth House (Bhava 8. Randhra). HM. King Nader Ram has correlated the
left prefrontal area of the cerebral cortex with the eighth house. The functions associated

with the left prefrontal cortex are:

anticipation of the future, mood regulation, occult or mystical interests,
prognostication, research, aggressivity.*

Parashara describes the eighth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.9)
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9. EIGHTH HOUSE: The eighth house indicates longevity, battle, enemies, forts,
wealth of the dead, and things that have happened and are to happen (in the past
and future births).”

(King Nader Ram expands on the meaning of “battle” with the word “violence,” and adds

29 ¢ 29 ¢¢

“vulnerability,” “transformations,” “research,” and “mystical topics,” as indications of
the eighth house.)

9. Ninth House (Bhava 9: Dharma). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the
left frontal area of the cerebral cortex with the ninth house. The functions associated with

the left frontal cortex are:

action-oriented or action-dependent functions and inclinations of the mind
associated with destiny, fortune, religion, righteous conduct, spirituality,
philosophy, higher education, gain.**

Parashara describes the ninth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.10)
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10. NINTH HOUSE: Fortunes, wife’s brother, religion, brother’s wife, visits to
shrines etc. be known from the 9th house.®

(King Nader Ram expands on the word Dharma, “religion,” with “righteous conduct,”

99 ¢¢

“spirituality,” and “philosophy,” and adds also “higher education,” “gain without pain,”
and “father’s physical aspect” as indications of the ninth house.)

10. Tenth House (Bhava 10: Karma). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the
left limbic area of the cerebral cortex with the tenth house. The functions associated with
the left limbic area of the cortex are, “Elaboration of personality, vocation, contains the
3566

thalamus (associated with king and father).

Parashara describes the tenth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.11):



CHAPTER 8: VEDIC ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 541

= =R i = 914 = faqsaen

o N [ o\
HATHH H AT oHH T = 2%
11. TENTH HOUSE: Royalty (authority), place, profession (livelihood), honour,
father, living in foreign lands and debts are to be understood from the 10th
house.®’

29 ¢¢ 99 ¢¢ 2 ¢ 9 ¢

(King Nader Ram adds “activity,” “occupation,” “status,” “position,” “respect,”

99 ¢ 99 ¢

“vocation,” “name and fame,” “father’s social status,” “public life,” and “government” as
indications of the tenth house.)

11. Eleventh House (Bhava 11: Labha). H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated
the left parietal region of the cerebral cortex with the eleventh house. The functions

associated with the left parietal area of the cortex are:

income, prosperity, hopes, aspirations and their fulfillment, sensory integration,
physical comfort, sensory fulfillment.®®

Parashara describes the eleventh Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.12)
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12. ELEVENTH HOUSE: All articles, son’s wife, income, prosperity, quadrupeds
etc. are to be understood from the 11th house.”

(King Nader Ram adds ““any gain,” “fulfillment of hopes and aspirations,” and “greed” as
indications of the eleventh house.)

12. Twelfth House (Bhava 12: Vyaya). His Majesty King Nader Ram has
correlated the left occipital area of the cerebral cortex with the twelfth house. The
functions associated with the left occipital area of the cortex are “Visual discrimination,
570

visual attraction and temptation.

Parashara describes the twelfth Bhava as follows (chapter 11, v.13)

=9 = IR Ra=AT Gk 2T
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13. TWELFTH HOUSE: From the 12th house, one can know about expenses,
history of enemies, one’s own death etc.”'

99 ¢¢ 99 Cey

(King Nader Ram adds “losses,” “enlightenment,” “foreign lands,” “investment,” “fall,”

“sin,” “journeys abroad,” and “any remote place or confined situation” as indications of
the twelfth house.)

These are the twelve houses or Bhavas that are used to determine the good and
bad fortunes of the individual through the examination of the birth chart. In the birthchart
or horoscope, the different signs are automatically assigned to their appropriate Bhavas,
based on the Lagna or ascendent at the time of birth; the planets are placed in the

different houses according to the calculated positions of the planets in the sky at that

time.

V. INTERPRETING THE HOROSCOPE

Based on the horoscope that is created for the individual (called the “native,” in
Vedic astrology), the characteristics of the native are determined on the basis of the
rulership of the different signs. For any particular house, the planet that is the Lord of the
sign occupying that house is the Lord of that house. Now the planet that is the Lord of the
First House, for example, will be in one of the twelve houses. The location of the planet
which is the Lord of the house will determine the features the native will experience
pertaining to that house. Thus for each house, there are twelve possible locations of the
Lord, and the predictions will vary accordingly. There are twelve times twelve or 144
different combinations of Lords and houses, which are the possibilities for any particular

chart, and all these possibilities are specified by Parashara. This forms the basis for the
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assessment of the native. Here for example are the possibilities spelled out by

Parashara for the Lord of the fourth house:
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37. When the 4th Lord is situated in the Ascendant, the native is blessed with
learning, virtues, ornaments, lands, conveyances and maternal happiness.

38. Should the 4th Lord occupy the 2nd House (the House of Wealth) the native
will enjoy pleasures, be blessed with all kinds of wealth, family life and honour
and be adventurous. He will be cunning and deceptive in disposition.

39. If the 4th Lord be placed in the 3rd House, the native will be valorous, will
have servants, be liberal, virtuous and charitable and will have self-earned wealth
and be free from diseases.

40. In case the 4th Lord occupies the 4th House, the native will rise to the
ministership, will possess all kinds of wealth, he will be skillful, virtuous,
honourable, learned, happy and be well disposed to his wife.

41. If the 4th Lord is situated in the 5th House, the native will be happy, be
favourite of all, devotee of Lord Vishnu, virtuous, honourable and will possess
self-earned wealth.

42. In the event of the 4th Lord falling in the 6th House (the House of Enemies)
the native will be devoid of maternal happiness. He will be given to wrath, be a
thief and a man of questionable character, self-willed and vicious.

43. If the 4th Lord has gone in the 7th House the native will be highly learned in
various branches of knowledge, will be apt to leave his paternal property, and will
be akin to the dumb in an assembly.

44. When the 4th Lord happens to be placed in the 8th House, the native will be
devoid of domestic and other comforts, will not get much paternal happiness and
be equal to a neuter.

45. If the 4th Lord is situated in the 9th House, the native will be loved by one and
all, be a devotee of God, Virtuous, honourable and blessed with every kind of
happiness.

46. Should the 4th Lord occupy the 10th House, the native will enjoy royal
honours, be an alchemist, be extremely pleased, will have pleasures and will be
conqueror of his five senses.

47. In case the 4th Lord has gone in the 11th House, the native will be obsessed
with fear of secret disease, be liberal, virtuous, charitable and helpful to others.
48. If the 4th Lord is situated in the 12th House, the native will be devoid of
domestic and other comforts, will have vices and be foolish and indolent.”
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In addition to the placement of the House Lords, planetary aspects are an
important determination, as are special combinations, called Yogas. All of these must be
taken into account in the evaluation of the horoscope.

VI. THE NAKSHATRAS AND THE DASHA SYSTEM

There is one more consideration that has not been explored, that is fundamental to
an understanding of the science of Jyotish, and this is the Vimshottari Dasha system,
which lays out with precision the various time periods in an individual’s life when the
predicted karma of various kinds will actually come to fruition.

In the introductory quote examined, in chapter 3, v. 4-6, of Parashara the planets
were described as moving through the Nakshatras, or asterisms, a division of the whole
zodiac into 27 parts. The 27 Nakshatras, beginning with Ashwini each subtend 13 degrees
and 20 minutes of arc. These Nakshatras provide the basis for various Dasha systems, in
which the different planets hold sway for specific periods of time in a cycle, and the fruits
associated with those specific planetary influences in the birth horoscope are enjoyed or
suffered by the native.

H.M. King Nader Ram has correlated the Nakshatras with the mono-aminergic
cell groups that reside primarily in the brain stem. There are three distinct types of mono-
aminergic cell groups, the Epinephrine-norepinephrine groups, the serotonin groups, and
the dopamine groups.” King Nader Ram has correlated these three classes of mono-
aminergic cell groups with three traditional divisions of the Nakshatras: Those having a
predominantly Deva nature, those having a predominantly human nature, and those
having a predominantly Asura or demonic nature.

The Nakshatras having a Deva nature are Ashvini, Mrigashira, Punarvasu,



CHAPTER 8: VEDIC ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 546

Pushya, Hasta, Svati, Anuradha, Shravana, and Revati. These are correlated with the

monoaminergic cell groups Al to A7, plus the Locus Coerulus and the Lateral Tegmental
Nucleus. These cell groups are Noradrenergic (norephrinergic). Figures 54, p. 549, shows
the location of some of these cell groups in the brain stem. Table 13, p. 547, describes the

cell groups in more detail. Wikipedia describes the functions of Norepinephrine:

[Norepinephrine] is released from the adrenal glands as a hormone into the
blood, but it is also a neurotransmitter in the nervous system where it is released
from noradrenergic neurons during synaptic transmission. It is one of the ‘stress
hormones’ and affects parts of the human brain where attention and impulsivity
are controlled. Along with epinephrine this compound effects the fight-or-flight
response, activating the sympathetic nervous system to directly increase heart
rate, release energy from fat, and increase muscle readiness.

The host of physiological changes activated by a stressful event are unleashed in
part by activation of a nucleus in the brain stem called the locus ceruleus. This
nucleus is the origin of most norepinephrine pathways in the brain. Neurons using
norepinephrine as their neurotransmitter project bilaterally from the locus
ceruleus along distinct pathways to the cerebral cortex, limbic system, and the
spinal cord, among other projections.”

The Nakshatras having a Manushya or “human” nature are Bharani, Rohini,
Ardra, Parvaphalguni, Uttaraphalguni, Parvashadha, Uttarashadha, Piarvabhadrapada,
and Uttarabhadrapada. These are correlated with the monoaminergic cell groups B1 to
B9 found in the Raphe nuclei. These cell groups are serotonergic. Figure 55, p. 550,
shows the location of these cell groups in the brain stem. Table 14, p. 548, describes the

cell groups in more detail. A. Byrd describes the function of serotonin in the brain:

Serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) is a neurotransmitter in the brain that
has an enormous influence over many brain functions. . . . The functions of
serotonin are numerous and appear to involve control of appetite, sleep, memory
and learning, temperature regulation, mood, behavior, cardiovascular function,
muscle contraction, endocrine regulation, and depression (1). The activity of
serotonin arises in the brainstem from clusters of neurons known as the raphe
nucleus. From the brain, serotonin neurons extend to virtually all parts of the
central nervous system making the branching of the serotonin network the most
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Table 13: The Noradrenergic Cell Groups in the Brain Stem Correlated with the

Deva Class of Nakshatras,

Asvini, Mrigashira, Punarvasu, Pushya, Hasta, Svati,

Anuradha, Shravana, and Revati

Cell Group
Al

A2

A3
A4

AS

A6

A7

Locus Coerulus

Lateral Tegmental Nucleus

Description'

Al is situated in the lower part of the medulla oblongata. The
cells of group A1 surround the nucleus of the lateral funiculus
and extend dorsomedially into the lateral part of the reticular
formation.

A2 is situated in the lower part of the medulla oblongata. The
cells of group A2 lie dorsal and lateral of the hypoglossal
nucleus, close to the ventricular surface.

This group has not been observed in primates.

Group A4 consists of a band of subependymal neurons which
extends along the superior cerebral peduncle. This group merges
rostrally with the caudal portion of A6.

Group A5 consists of rather loosely arranged cells that surround
the facial nucleus and the superior olivary complex.

Group A6 is a densely packed accumulation of cells situated
within the locus coeruleus. The latter is a macroscopically
visible blue-black streak of tissue situated in the floor of the
fourth ventricle at rostral pontine levels.

The cells of group A7 are situated in the rostral pontine part of
the lateral reticular formation. Strands of cells connect this cell
group with the groups A4 and A6. Some authors consider the
groups A4, A6 and A7 together one complex.

Containing almost half of the total number of noradrenaline
synthesizing neurons , the locus cueruleus is quantitatively by far
the most important noradrenergic centre of the brain. Its
efferents constitute a major ascending pathway designated the
dorsal noradrenergic bundle. Other efferents are distributed to
the cerebellum and still others descend to the lower medulla
oblongata and to the spinal cord. [Please refer above, A6]

The lateral tegmental nucleus receives projections from
substantia nigra, nucleus tractus solitarius and the
interpeduncular nucleus. It sends its efferents to many brain
regions: hypothalamus and thalamus, hippocampus, septum,
subfornical organs and cerebral cortex, many of which are
implicated in the control and expression of emotions. It also
projects to the dorsal parabrachial nucleus, an area that is
involved in the control of cardiovascular and respiratory
functions.”

! Nieuwenhuys, R., Voogd, J., van Huijzen, Chr., The Human Central Nervous System: A Synopsis and
Atlas, (New York: Springer Verlag, 1981), pp. 222 - 224.
? Endogenous CCK4 and anxiety/panic, Queendom.com
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Table 14: The Seratonergic Cell Groups in the Brain Stem Correlated with the
Manushya Class of Nakshatras, Bharani, Rohini, Ardra, Purvaphalguni, Uttaraphalguni,
Parvashadha, Uttarashadha, Parvabhadrapada, and Uttarabhadrapada

Cell Group

B1

B2

B3

B4
B5

B6

B7

B8

B9

Description’

Cell group B1 is situated in the ventral part of the medulla
oblongata and borders ventrally on the pyramidal tracts. It is
limited mainly to the raphes pallidus, although some of its cells
extend laterally in the ventral part of the reticular formation. The
rostral part of group B1 is continuous with the caudal part of group
B3.

Cell group B2 is situated at the same level as B1, but occupies
a more dorsal position. Its cells form two narrow paramedian
sheets that coincide with the nucleus raphes obscurus.

Cell group B3 is situated in the borderland between the
medulla oblongata and the pons. Most of its cells are found within
the nucleus raphes magnus, but others constitute laterally
extending bands along the fibre bundles of the corpus trape-
zoideum.

Cell group B4 is not found in primates.

Cell group BS is rather small and located within the nucleus
raphes pontis at the level of the motor nucleus of the fifth nerve.

It seems likely that the cell groups B6 and B8 both lie largely
within the confines of the superior central nucleus of Bechterew.
This nucleus is situated in the upper part of the tegmentum pontis
and extends rostrally into the tegmentum of the midbrain.

The large, mesencephalic cell group B7 is mainly localised
within the nucleus dorsalis raphes. The latter is situated in and
ventral to the periaqueductal gray. It extends from the level of the
dorsal tegmental nucleus to the caudal pole of the oculomotor
nucleus. The ventral part of the nucleus is situated between the
two medial longitudinal fascicles.

It seems likely that the cell groups B6 and B8 both lie largely
within the confines of the superior central nucleus of Bechterew.
This nucleus is situated in the upper part of the tegmentum pontis
and extends rostrally into the tegmentum of the midbrain.

Cell group B9 is not found in primates.

3 Nieuwenhuys, R., Voogd, J., van Huijzen, Chr., The Human Central Nervous System: A Synopsis and
Atlas, (New York: Springer Verlag, 1981), pp. 224 - 226.
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expansive neurochemical system in the brain. The importance of this network

becomes apparent when considering each serotonin neuron exerts an influence
5

over as many as 500,000 target neurons.’

The Nakshatras having an Asura or “demonic” nature are Krittika, Ashlesha,
Magha, Chitra, Vishakha, Jyeshtha, Miila, Dhanishtha, and Shatabhisha. These are
correlated with the monoaminergic cell groups A8 to A15 and the lateral parabrachial
nucleus. These groups are dopaminergic. Figure 56, p. 551, shows the location of these
cell groups in the brain stem and surrounding areas. Table 15, p. 553, describes the cell

groups in more detail. Wikipedia describes the functions of dopamine in the brain:

Dopamine is critical to the way the brain controls our movements and is a
crucial part of the basal ganglia motor loop. . . .

In the frontal lobes, dopamine controls the flow of information from other areas of
the brain. . . . This function is particularly related to the mesocortical dopamine
pathway.

Dopamine is commonly associated with the ‘pleasure system’ of the brain,
providing feelings of enjoyment and reinforcement to motivate us to do, or
continue doing, certain activities. . . . Dopamine is released (particularly in areas
such as the nucleus accumbens and striatum) by naturally rewarding experiences.
... Dopamine is [also] known to be released when unpleasant or aversive stimuli
are encountered, suggesting that it is not only associated with ‘rewards’ or
pleasure. . . . Dopamine may be involved in desire rather than pleasure. . . .
Dopamine function may be involved in the salience (‘noticeableness’) of
perceived objects and events, with potentially important stimuli (including
rewarding things, but also things which may be dangerous or a threat) appearing
more noticeable or more important. This theory argues that dopamine’s role is to
assist decision making by influencing the priority of such stimuli to the person
concerned.”®

This is how the Nakshatras are located in the physiology. As introduced above, the
Nakshatras are fundamental to the various Dasha systems, by which time is subdivided
according to changing predominance in the influences of the different planets on the

native. Of all the Da@sha systems that are described in the Parashara Hora Shastra,
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Table 15: The Dopaminergic Cell Groups in the Brain Stem Correlated with the

Asura Class of Nakshatras, Krittika, Ashlesha, Magha, Chitra, Vishakha, Jyeshtha, Miila,
Dhanishtha, and Shatabhisha

Cell Group
A8

A9

Al0

All

Al2

Al3
Al4

AlS

Description”

The cells of the A8 group are located in the mesencephalic
reticular formation. This group merges ventromedially with
the A9 group, which is constituted by the compact part of the
substantia nigra.

The A9 group is constituted by the compact part of the
substantia nigra. All of the cells present in the latter area have
been reported to be monoaminergic.

The A10 group is an unpaired midline group that is limited
ventrally by the interpeduncular nucleus. The majority of its
cells are located within the confines of the ventral tegmental
area.

Group A1l is situated in trhe caudal hypothalamic
periventricular region dorsal to the infundibular nucleus,
which contains most of the cells of the A12 group.

The infundibular nucleus contains most of the cells of the A12
group.

The cells of the A13 group are located in the zona incerta.

The cells of the A14 group constitute a rostral continuation of
the A12 group.

As far as is known, the olfactory bulb is the only telencephalic
centre containing dopaminergic neurons. These elements are
scattered in the outer zone of the bulb and form part of a set of
interneurons (‘periglomerular cells’). They have been
collectively designated the A15 group.

Lateral Parabrachial Nucleus The Lateral Parabrachial Nucleus in transverse sections is

located between the lateral surface of the Superior Cerebral
Peduncle (PCS) and the lateral lemniscus. It extends
vertically from the level of the pons-mesenchephalon junction
(cranial pole) to the level where the lateral lemniscus nucleus
is clearly visible (caudal pole). The size of the Lateral
Parabrachial Nucleus decreases from cranial to caudal pole.
The neurons are round or tapering, with a light, often central
nucleus, prominent nucleolus and scarce cytoplasm.’

* Nieuwenhuys, R., Voogd, J., van Huijzen, Chr., The Human Central Nervous System: A Synopsis and
Atlas, (New York: Springer Verlag, 1981), pp. 224 - 226.

* Lavezzi, A.M., Ballabio, G., Ottaviani, G., Matturri, L., Rossi, L., “Study of the cytoarchitecture of the
parabrachial/Koelliker-Fuse complex in SIDS and fetal late stillbirth,” in Proceedings of the 7th SIDS
International Conference, Florence, Italy, 2002: 132. http://users.unimi.it/~pathol/pdf/florence 4.pdf
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Parashara holds the Vimishottari Dasha system to be the best (Ch. 46, v. 14):

foSTEeTd qUHTY: T HaTEdaq

el Tttt qeTe <9 qoat fasiam 9%

14. In Kaliyuga the natural life span of a human being is generally taken as 120
years. Therefore, Vimshottari Dasha is considered to be the most appropriate and
the best of all Dashas.”’

The Vimshottari Dasha system presents a cycle that extends for 120 years. The question
naturally arises, where an individual begins in this cycle. The answer is that depending on
the Janma Nakshatra, the Nakshatra in which the Moon is situated in the birth chart,
there is a corresponding Dasha or period governed by a particular planet.

Parashara explains somewhat tersely how the planet in whose Dasha period the native

begins his life is determined:

ShiderTa: FHR Hae Somier:
AT HITRAAR ST TIET: AT 2R
AT ITag AT ST A9 dl

SIYTESTIEAT AR 97 Taq 23

12—-13. Beginning from Krittika, the lords of Dashas (periods) are the Sun, the
Moon, Mars, Rahu, Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury, Ketu and Venus in that order. Thus
if the Nakshatras from Krittika to the Janma Nakshatra (natal constellation) are
divided by nine, the remainder will signify the lord of the commencing Dasha.
The remaining Dashas will be of the planets in the order given above.”®

In other words, the sequence, Sun, Moon, Mars, Rahu, Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury, Ketu and
Venus is repeated three times, starting from the Nakshatra Krittika. In this way the
starting Dasha period is determined for the native (Please refer to Table 16). Dasha
periods are not uniform, they are of different lengths for different planets. Parashara lists

the period of years for each Planetary Dasha period:
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Table 16: Janma Nakshatras and Corresponding Planetary Dashas

Krittika

Rohini

Mrigashirsha

Ardra

Punarvasu

Pushya

Ashlesha

Makha

Piirva Phalguni
Uttara Phalguni

. Hastha

. Citra

. Svati

Vishakha

. Anuradha

. Jyeshtha

. Mila

. Parvashadha

Uttarashadha

. Shravana

. Dhanishtha

. Shatabhishak

. Parvabhadrapada

. Uttarabhadrapada

. Revati

. AShvini

. Bharani

in the Vimshottari Dasha System

Sun
Moon
Mars
Rahu
Jupiter
Saturn
Mercury
Ketu
Venus
Sun
Moon
Mars
Rahu
Jupiter
Saturn
Mercury
Ketu
Venus
Sun
Moon
Mars
Rahu
Jupiter
Saturn
Mercury
Ketu

Venus
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SIMEHAT: SHHICHT T TIMSHT TS<d:
TATAT <=1 TT=T T TET: Y

15. The periods of Dashas of the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Rahu, Jupiter, Saturn,
Mercury, Ketu and Venus are 6, 10, 7, 18, 16, 19, 17, 7 and 20 in that order.

The total of all the Dasha periods of the nine planets is 120 years, as mentioned above.
Having determined in which Dasha period a native has taken his birth, it remains to be
shown how far into the Dasha period he has entered into life, whether at the beginning,
the middle, or towards the end of the particular Dasha period. This also must be

calculated. Parashara gives the requisite calculation:

TRMHTE TATAH I &d Bt
SIAT qha = A qTH1E faenfady <5

16. To find out the remainder of the Dasha operating at the time of birth, first find
out the expired portion of the Dasha of the concerned planet. This is done as
follows. Multiply the Dasha period of the planet concerned by the period of the
stay of the Moon in the Janma Nakshatra that has expired and divide it by the
total period of the stay of the Moon in that Nakshatra. The figure in years,
months, etc. so arrived at will be the expired period of the Dasha. If this figure is
deducted from the total period of the Dasha, we will get the balance of Dasha at
the time of birth.”

Whatever is the proportion remaining of the time the Moon stays in that particular
Nakshatra, that proportion of the Dasha period is remaining. The native finishes out the
Dasha period in which he is born, and then proceeds through the succeeding planetary
Dasha periods in the order given above; completing the sequence, he begins the cycle
again with the Dasha periods of the Sun, the Moon, etc.

The principle of the Dasha periods that is propounded here gives a deeper insight,
a deeper level of meaning to the statement made at the outset that “Those are called
planets (or Grahas) that move through the Nakshatras in the zodiac.” Their “seizing”

(Graha) nature is manifested in terms of the Nakshatras according to the plan laid out in
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the Vimshottari Dasha. The Nakshatras, viewed in terms of the functions of the different
monoaminergic cell groups and the specific properties of their respective
neurotransmitters, bring to life the abstract principles of calculation, presenting
afunctional model in terms of specific brain structures of the corresponding cosmic
counterparts.
VII. THE COSMIC NATURE OF MAN

The planets and their corresponding values in the physiology have been
examined, as also the Rashis or signs, and their corresponding values in the physiology.
The Lagna or ascendent, and the assignment of Bhavas in the horoscope, and their
corresponding values in the physiology have been explored. And the different qualities of
the Nakshatras corresponding to the three different classes of monoaminergic cell groups
have been examined. In the theater created by the signs, the Bhavas, and the Nakshatras,
it can be seen how from the “planets joining and departing from each other, the native’s
good and bad effects are deduced.” There are two simultaneous parallel processes:
Building up the human being from the specific qualities of planets and signs and houses,
and Nakshatras, all put together in one integrated wholeness in the life experience of the
individual; and building up the human being from the specific qualities and properties
and behaviors of anatomical structures in the physiology. The close correspondence
between the two parallel processes verifies the systematic and scientific nature of both
angles of investigation, Vedic astrology and human physiology, and leads to the
inevitable conclusion that the individual is built up of the impulses of cosmic life; the
individual is made of Natural Law, the individual human body is truly cosmic, all
inclusive in his or her nature. The discovery of the cosmic nature of man is the brilliant
accomplishment of H.M. King Nader Ram. In the context of King Nader Ram’s

discovery, the purpose has been to present the ground rules, the overall structure of the
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science of Jyotish in order to establish the mechanics of unfolding all the possibilities that
make up an individual’s life. The unfolding of all possibilities is based on the cyclical
flow of intelligence in the Dasha system, combined with the positions of the planets and
stars at one specific moment in time, the time of birth of the native. From the knowledge
of one point in time, and the knowledge of the principles of sequential unfoldment from
that point, one can know anything that one wants to know. This is the genesis of the all-
knowing quality of consciousness which is, as Maharishi explained, “intimately personal
to everyone.”
VIII. THE LITERATURE OF JYOTISH

The literary of Jyotish is extensive, and there are many branches and subdivisions.
The three main branches are Hora Shastra, predictive astrology, Ganita, or astronomy,
and Samhita, a branch dealing with collective destiny of nations, as well as omens and
portents.*® A Jyotish text called Prashna Marga divides the field of Jyotish into six
branches. The six branches are 1. Gola, spherical astronomy and observations; 2. Ganita,
astronomical calculations; 3. Jataka, predictive astrology based on the birth horoscope; 4.
Prashna, predictive astrology based on principles such as the timing of the question; 5.
Mubhiirta, or electional astrology, and 6. Nimitta, omens, signs and portents. In the
following, some of the main texts in each of these six branches will be highlighted.
1. Gola

Gola treats spherical astronomy, observing the paths of the planets in the solar
system, including the apparent orbits of the sun and the moon. In this branch are texts
called the ““ Vedanga Jyotish.” Simple, basic texts, there is one associated with each of
Rik, Yajur and Atharva Veda. The text associated with Rik Veda is a short treatise by

Lagadha.
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A. Lagadha Vedanga Jyotish. Lagadha’s Vedanga Jyotish teaches how to
observe and calculate the orbits of the sun and the moon. It is very concise, consisting of

35 verses. The beginning and ending verses of the text are as follows:
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B. Atharva Veda Vedanga Jyotish: Atmajyotisham. The Vedanga Jyotish
belonging to Atharva Veda, called Atmajyotisham, is a somewhat longer text, consisting
of 14 Prakarana, and a total of 174 verses. It examines the different divisions of time and

their precise measurement. Beginning and ending verses are as follows:
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2. Ganita

Ganita is the study of the observation, measurement, and prediction of the
positions of the planets, the moon and the fixed stars. It is the part of Jyotish that deals
with astronomical issues; it is not much concerned with interpretation. A major division
of Ganita is the Siddhanta, or Vedic astronomy. It is a complete and wide-ranging
astronomical science, based on direct cognition and intuition of the structure of the
universe. The texts of Siddhanta have as their subject matter what is actually there: The

entire range of time and space. Tradition holds that there are 18 texts in the field of

Siddhanta:
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Of these eighteen texts on astronomy, only five have come down to us, Paulisa, Romaka,
Vasishtha, Stirya, and Pitamaha Siddhanta. Here are the Siirya, Vrddha Vasishtha and
Pitamaha Siddhanta texts.

A. Siirya Siddhanta. The greatest of the Siddhanta texts is listed first, the
Strya Siddhanta. Stirya Siddhanta, by its own account, was written at the end of Satyuga,
by an Asura named Maya.** The text has fourteen chapters. There is a famous English
translation of the text by Ebenezer Burgess, first published in 1860.*° Beginning and

ending verses are as follows:
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B. Vrddha Vasishtha Siddhanta. Vyddha Vasishtha Siddhanta has 544 verses in

13 chapters. The beginning and ending of the text are as follows:
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C. Pitamaha Siddhanta. Pitamaha Siddhanta is a prose work having eight
chapters. In the colophons of the text, it claims to belong to the Vishnudharma Purana.

The beginning and ending of the text is as follows:
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3. Jataka
Brihat Parashara Hora Shastram. Jataka is the branch of Jyotish that makes
predictions based on the natal horoscope of the individual. The founding textbook of
Jyotish belongs to this branch: The main textbook of Jyotish, which organizes all the
elements of the cosmos, planets, Rashis, Nakshatras and Bhavas into a systematic science
of all-knowingness, is called the Brihat Parashara Hora Shastram. The
Brihat Parashara’s Hora Shastra teaches calculations and interpretations leading to
conclusive predictions based on the birth chart or horoscope of the individual. The text

has 97 chapters.” Its beginning and ending verses are as follows:
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B. Garga Hora Sastra. There is another Hora Sastra text by a famous Rishi,
Maharshi Garga. It is called Garga Hora Shastra. It is a much shorter work, consisting of
13 chapters. The first chapter presents general principles, and the remaining 12 chapters
deal with all possible circumstances in each of the twelve Bhavas (houses) in the Kundali

(horoscope).”’ Beginning and ending of the texts are as follows:

YHIS T
A TST STTH FEAh] AAATIh: |
Tk el AT ITd: |ISETHA Safd 2
TETEH = Tt o S<ET et feerdr

TR HILHHTAT FLgre faasafa R

TYTEH = Tl o SHehTCT J&T < |

SN N TS NI o
dJAY HAHHH Al THHTT 3

Y o o o d
<A It Ster: St = 7117 |

gIC e Y= g T AT TehL: ¥

N\ NN [ o o
HHA dqT ST UYBTEH TgdHoh:

Y oY A H IS Ah e T HI: K

ST e TeTeTY = FSAT: |

o . Y o .
FSSTEM=T oS ash& 7 99 &

IAATT =T T = AT =T=HAT: |

o N\ (o .
AR NIAI ﬂalﬂcﬁ:\rlldchw 1 HITA: 9
*#*concluding verses™***

TEAS ST ST AT garsty =1




CHAPTER 8: VEDIC ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY 570

ST GSITATa T |ISE 9T foarsrag o

HOeh s JTae IR aud 9ar |

— - (s ke NN N S ~
[ hAHH Y S(THd TdUehL |l

NN N\ A — ~ ~
AHSTASITT: & WEehT~<Ieh! 9 |

JeATIGSIT FRgEH: T T8 949q |

o

Tk ol hTHT 9Teeh: SaTefaiua: |

~ NN o [ o
HA QEHA o QIHAHTATIA: 172
C. Jaimini Upadesha Siitra. There is a text called Jaimini Upadesha Siitra, in
four chapters. It propounds a different system of astrology. The text begins and ends as

follows:
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4. Prashna.

The fourth branch of Jyotish is called Prashna.

A. Shatpaiichashika. The central work on Prashna is an extremely concise work,
written by Prthuyasas, the son of one of the most famous figures in Indian astrology,

Varahamihira. The text is called Shatparichashika, because it is made up of 56 verses.
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These verses encapsulate the entire science of Prashna, in which the Jyotishi finds the
answer to an inquirer’s question by analyzing the time at which the question was asked.

Beginning and ending of Shatpaiichashika are as follows:
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B. Daivajiiavallabha. Another important work on Prashna has been written by
Varahamihira, the father of Prthuyashas. Daivajiiavallabha is a text of 15 chapters.
Varahamihira covers all the yogas presented in his son’s work Shatparichashika, and also
treats the Prashna Lagna, and different means of determining it; the Prashnakshara
paddhati (the initial letter of query); the study of omens, and prediction by Dreshkana,

and Trimshamsha. A summary of the text is given by Manish Shrivastaw:

In the first chapter, Prashnavatar, planet’s conditions (avastha) are described,
definitions [are given and the] author discusses duties of answer seeker and
astrologer both, the basis of making prediction. In the second chapter,
Shubhashubha, the author describes ‘significations’ or things covered by all 12
houses (bhava karakatva) and some basic principles. In the third chapter,
Labhalabha combinations indicating financial profit or loss are given. In the
fourth chapter, Samanyagamagam, some basic yogas of travel, arrival or
departure, are discussed. Fifth chapter, Shatrugamagam deals with enemy’s attack
on one’s country. Sixth chapter, Pravasachinta deals exclusively with the state of
a person gone abroad, his well being, possible arrival or captivity. Seventh
chapter, Jayaparajaya, deals with war queries explicitly, who’ll be victorious, the
aggressor (Yayr) or attacked one (Sthayi). Eighth chapter, Rogashubha, points out
combinations for patient’s health, recovering from or succumbing to disease.
Ninth chapter is about larceny, lost wealth’s recovery, identification of thief.
Tenth chapter, Manomushtichinta answers silent queries in a rational way,
explaining the size, color, sex of planets, leading to determine if it’s living
organism, animal, flora, or unananimated metal, a person is thinking about.
Eleventh chapter, Vrishtinirnaya, briefly suggests rain indicating combinations.
Twelfth chapter, Vivahavichar, is for concerns about marriage, while thirteenth
chapter, Stripunjanma, deals with childbirth. Fourteenth chapter, Prakirna, as the
name suggests consists of everything which the author thinks should not be left
out . . . [including] answering from first letter of question asked, [and] dividing
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alphabets in 8 sections governed by 7 planets (a, ka, cha, ta, ta pa, ya, sha vargas).
In fifteenth chapter, Lagnachinta, again the author describes fate of war strikes,
army’s every aspect, journey, food, camping, vehicles, loopholes, etc., determined
by Dreshkana. In the end he suggests favorable traveling times and combinations
of unexpected journey.”

Beginning and ending verses are as follows:
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C. Prashna Marga. Another famous text in the field of Prashna is called
Prashna Marga. The Prasna Marga goes beyond the narrow confines of the issues of
Prasna to explore the entire field of Jyotish. Prasna Marga has 32 chapters. Beginning

and ending verses are as follows:
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*#*concluding verse***
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5. Muhitirta
The fifth branch of Jyotish is called Muhiirta, which may be translated as

electional astrology. Muhiirta is the science of determining an auspicious starting time for
an event or project, or life experience, so that everything unfolds automatically and
systematically without obstacles, and the project is brought to successful completion. A
Mubhiirta, or favorable, auspicious time for an action is chosen on the basis of the
changing values of time. The days of the week, the lunar days or Tithis, which measure
the successive progress of the path of the moon along the ecliptic through increments of
twelve degrees, the Nakshatra in which the moon is stationed, the Ansha or divisions of
the Lagna, and the positions and conditions of the planets, all contribute to the
determination of the auspiciousness of a particular moment for a proposed action. Of all
of these, the Nakshatras may be said to play the most pivotal role in determining
Muhiirta.”® Here are three different Muhiirta texts.

A. Muhiirta Chintamani. The first Muhiirta text to be considered is the
Muhiirta Chintamani.”® The text has thirteen sections and 493 verses. There is an English
translation by Girish Chand Sharma.'® There are sections on auspicious and inauspicious
Mubhiirta (starting times), on Nakshatras, the lunar asterism, on Sankranti (the entry of a
planet into a new sign), planetary transits, on choosing auspicious times for the various

rites of passage called Samiskara including marriage, Muhiirtas for the performance of
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Yagya, for coronation of a king, and for journeys, living in a city, and entering a new

house. Beginning and ending verses are as follows:
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B. Kala Prakasika. Kala Prakasika is a text in 45 chapters. There is an English

translation by N.P.S. Iyer.'"?

Kala Prakasika advocates the study of the Paiicharnigam,
which is a particular kind of ephemeris showing the lunar day or Tithi, the day of the
week, the Nakshatra, the Yoga and the Karana for each day. It describes Muhiirta for
various Samskara or rites of passage, for agriculatural work, laying up treasure, putting
on new clothes, wearing a new ornament, laying foundations, opening a house,
coronation of a king, and travel. It describes the influence of Nakshatras on the course of
a disease, and success of treatment, and describes various Yogas and Dasha periods used

in prediction. There are chapters on the interpretation of dreams, the celebration of

festivals, and the Ekadashi observance. Beginning and ending of the text are as follows:
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C. Muhiirtaganapati. Another important text in electional astrology is

Muhiirtaganapati. The text has 22 chapters:
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6. Nimitta

Nimitta is the science of omens and portents, whereby unusual events are
explored for their potential predictive value. In ancient times, one court astrologer would
often be devoted full-time to looking for omens that could foretell the future for the king
and his kingdom. The science of Nimitta, combined with techniques of predicting future
calamities, and the fate of entire nations, forms one entire section of Jyotish, called
Sambhita.

Brhat Samhita. The foremost authority in the field of Nimitta and Samhita, is
Varahamihira, who is reported to have lived around 500 AD. He has written a text called

105 .
He describes the omens and

Brhat Samhita, an ambitious work of a hundred chapters.
portents pertaining to unusual astronomical events, such as arrival of comets, planetary
transits, conjunctions and planetary wars. Prognostication regarding special indications at
dawn and twilight, falling of meteors, halos around planets, and rainbows, are given, as
also omens from horses and cows and many different kinds of wild animals. There are
approximately 3900 verses in the text’s one hundred chapters . The last chapter

summarizes the contents of the entire text. There is an English translation by M. R.

Bhat.'” Beginning and ending verses are as follows:
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IX. THE READING CURRICULUM IN JYOTISH
Jyotish is an enormous field with a rich and profound literature. The main texts of
the six branches of Jyotish, Gola, Ganita, Jataka, Prashna, Muhiirta, and Nimitta have
now been examined. In the introduction to this chapter, it was pointed out that the
calculations that were presented in the various textbooks were not actually what was
structured in the human physiology; what H.M. King Nader Ram has located in the

physiology are the cosmic counterparts, the planets, Rashis, Nakshatras and Bhavas that
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are tangible manifest structures in the human physiology. Since the texts themselves are
not the items that are located in the physiology, reading the vast literature of Jyotish book
by book, in Sanskrit, for its sound value is not necessary for enlivening the all-knowing
quality in the awareness. His Holiness Maharishi Mahesh Yogi has recommended the
reading of one book from each of four main divisions of Jyotish, Jataka, Muhiirta,
Prashna, and Ganita. The Brhat Parasara Hora Sastra together with Sarya Siddhanta,
Mubhiirta Cintamani, and Satpariicasika present a program of reading that surveys the
whole field of Jyotish in depth without getting lost in the details. These four texts

constitute the curriculum of reading for the field of Jyotish.
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